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• ·An Open LeUer TQ The Faculty

I

..QE'nllE'men of the Faculty:
By Wed.nuday night of neX I wl'('k, Gen.
tiE'men, y')u . will have had before you 1500-'
odd copiCf! of the Wl'"Stl'rn stude nt of UHI.
. Outwardly he's going 10 be .Ih:ll- samf f('l ·
low who sal in your clil.lISes ]3.S1 st'mester.
And he's even going to r('SE'mbl(' 10 (l marked extent thl! gre:ll hosl of Westernen you
h:lve 'been putting up with th ro ughoul your
careen.
But !lnly ou twardly, we belie"e we can
safely say, i:. he going \0 ~mb le hi:; predeeessonl. Deep inside. in those t1!ing8 you
caU ideals and principles and philosophies,
(in an embryo state though they bI'), we
think you are going 10 find that he hard ly
falls in to any of the well-d('fined catego ries
with which you are familiar. ,,)us t as the
coon-coated, rah·rah boy of the twenties
gave way to the more serious. crash·sca rred
student of the thirties. so loday 's college
I
.youth is unl ike I'ither.

.

We Wldoub tedly will be lillie inclined to
consider'sorT\(' of "the pea'rls oJ wisdom thai
fall from ' your Jips l1li something sho rt of
-pr~ll'SS. PleaGe rorglv(' him. You 5el', his
e lders ta ught him I n' grammar school and
high school that prosperity w.as h('re to stay.
that wa r had been outlawed, and so every'thing . was gelting rosie r by the minut('.
Then he had his allowance cut down in
1932,_and arrange ments a re j ust ~ being
m'ade to put him in the army when he gets
- Ot,it..of school,-or-while- he', S1i1J- in-it-. EV('n some of the truism you declared so
.-authoritatively last SPrillg and du ring Ihl'
fall have been disproved. And this stud('nt
of J94.1 ill still 100 young not to be mystified by adu!t incons is \enci~.
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"00 J)f1nll!Cl In Ih. journal .\luted Ihe
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Jan.., • ..,. U . IINI ,..111111 Of tu m"" .1 the ..-hoal
.IId funhe r cl. lmed lhat lite .16
lh .... rtltl ... ere att.empUl\II to ~claml"'
<So'flll on ~I""N' ~~. tl ...... IU·
~r~ UIAI lIle A.8U w .. ml.1!CI 0.\.1
quite :iO seriously. nor St:~ Ille t remendous In Ih malll!'r .nd the final up&hOI
impli catior15 in the bCI tll:l\ quantities Of the t"UO .... Ulal t ..·o. Of the
Alwllnl. . . .. . ... .
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MeDIiin' :

Aoolher thing_he won't be as ~nscien.
tious a student as he was last seml'Ster.
Right now he', still struggling to adjust
biffi5eU to conditions' that no other gen('Ta.
tion his ever had to ·fllce. He's sHU' not
. sure bu~ wllJlt France and H~l1a nd and
.Norway' we~ just my ths. naml'9 to .conjure
with at tl:e m05t.

equa l 10 t he same or t'qual qU:lnliti('S nre
l'qual t o each other.

.

But if you ca n provc to him. genl l('men,
Ihat hiS t"xls havl' il be:lr~g on his future ,
apparent~y chaotic and possibly short. h(,'11
work (It them as th ough racing Time ita-If.
Most of aU. perhaps. th is sludcnt uf 1941
w(lnts ideas. your ideas. on (for lack of 11
bener phrase) "wlwt it's all about"". HI'
may Iry to pick them to pii.>ces, which is
hardly com plimentary. bUI if you'lI forgh'e
h im Ihal and Ir)" to pr"scnt . him with h:cts
pertient 10 hIS IUe lind his timl's and nOI
suilable only fo r test-p:lpcr inSCriplion, 1,,;::11
be eager to think them ' th roug h Ilnd ht"11
be elernall y grateful. •
You won 't find ma ny prospective idcal·
is,,> in this ' semester's claSS('S, gentlemen.
for unfur tunately they have gone out of
style. You will, ho~ever, pro~bl y co~e
across II good many~clionaries.to-"bo! . But
whale""r the surface drows. you can be
quit(' sure that, within, th is youth. lMI
model, is qu ite uncertain, c-ontused. and
probably a liu i(' bit frightened.

I!Cllton.ft"O'~ .

And do-."ll In the 11"'11 .oulh ... e
find th.~ III II not. ..-dl either .
o.ily R.t¥e1U •.• t ~ Sllte
unr~rnlty . d.~ thai II i. lhe
rl8hl IIn<1. prtl'l!"e 01 the fOUc:l1l
'''''''6peper to a1UclIe .... hen U f .... !a
\h~re 10 ' . 1Iftd. The foll ....In'
....om. OOll~r.nI!CI In • ~nt editor ·
lal ,....111 Ulal . . pr r . _m to ha ••
ta~h!<l tl!.r crwt of the ""'It.e~ :
~ If no bed or' erlUeal I ~ '" Non be
reparlC"d. then the reader mUll IUI wnt Uut .n \l,t I~"" 1& jIOOd."
The paint Iht I!CIUor ___ 10 be
mu.l..... and eertalnly It 11 0""
..-orlhr oJ l:Of1IIdenuon. \I that
UMoJlU,.. jaW"nLlLsm 1& . ;ry IIU b
to bo>romI!' tho!' forellln ,~nn Mlntrlnl III <kmoen.q·~ e&l"J«r.
TIw Anlhent 8tudenl e100 PIlU
ttl; fj~r In lilt pl • . d llmll1l lIl.t
tho "f..... pt"HI" \I rapidly' c:omll1l
W mt.n ~.stncU,. rep.-nIaU.e ~ .
H th~ I!CIlwn mUlt print not .. hu
lh",. thlnt b ut .. hal the peOple
think U",n there wtll be no con·
obUm optnl"" or J)Ol.I.t-J In
papeR. !.he I!Clltot1al AI,...
At Vand,. the 'nl«nh.la .re
under fire ...", end n,e Hu.lIl ....
II hOI on the lrI.lI . Hdl W...,t .Dd
diMen&ton ..... t the h H.n. 0' \l'e

He's looking for sqme sort of leadership,
a nd you. becaU$C of those 'brightly ~'1)lored
th ings you wear around your necks at co]I('ge a~mb~ies, have to be the ones to give
"'
it 10 him.
He wOuld prefe r thilll you not dodg!! the
issue by r('ading d aily from you r nOIesthe same notes you have used for thl' last
ten yean-and claiming that •.. .. '. after
a ll. g{'ntle men. th at has not rtialion to th e '
course. We are a week behind already, so
let's get ~n with locJay's assignmen t."
Remembel·. hI' has had nothing thu s far
in his education tha.t Qu:1lifies him to opine
on the issues th at worry Mm.
.Anq if you don'l give it to him, g!!l.tiemen
of the facuity, he'll just hav(' to do' wftho~t.

after a month or two he'll have
(Note: The above iI. not original with u.s..
prettx.~wel1 pigeon·holed and he'lI . Mos t of it first appelU"ed in the Ping-Turn.
acf"O$S the_ocean. 1!!':'U-be say- ·Phi, WlI!hingto'; and iA!C! publication, last
at those. men, how we ll learn- fall. Wilh a few sUght changes ill thought,
La~ Of And h("11 not be able to
and a gene ral change' in language ills
&yle'• ...Law . Uie same .. It fii,llt- appeDre'd t ~re'l '
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' I'0I:l1 8 fd fO¥d, I ndiana . M IN o.y
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